i go   STORIES  THAT  WORDS  TELL US.

cjivinity itself is perfection, and it is therefore not
only unnecessary but actually incorrect to add
" perfectly." A scene or landscape may very prop-
erly be described as " enchanting/' but when the
adjective is applied too easily it is a case of good
English becoming slang.

Then, besides the use of superlative adjectives to
describe things which do not deserve such descrip-
tions, there is a crowd of rarer words used in a
special sense to praise things.

Every one knows what a " stunning blow " is,
but few people can ever have been stunned by the
beauty of another's clothes. Yet the expression
" stunning hat" or " stunning tie " is quite com-
mon. Expressions like a " ripping time " are even
more objectionable, because they are even more
meaningless.

Then, besides the slang use of terms of praise,
there are also many superlatives expressing disgust
which the slangmongers use instead of ordinary
mild expressions of displeasure. To such people it
is not simply " annoying " to have to wait for a
lift on the underground railways; for them it is
" perfectly sickening/'

Horrid, a word which means so much if used
properly, is applied to all sorts of slightly unpleasant
things and people. When one thinks of the literal
Latin meaning of this word (" so dreadful as to
cause us to shudder "), the foolishness of using it
so lightly is plain. People frequently now declare